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FAIRFAX COUNTY

AFFORDABLE HOMEOWNERSHIP 

OPPORTUNITIES 

Fairfax County is committed to nondiscrimination on the basis of disability in all county programs, services and 
activities.  Reasonable accommodations will be provided upon request.  To request reasonable ADA 
accommodations or alternative format of materials, call 703 -246-5101 or TTY: 711
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Apply

Buy

5 Steps to WDU Homeownership
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DWELLING UNIT CURRENT AFFORDABLE 
HOMEOWNERSHIP PROGRAMS

ÅWorkforce Dwelling Unit Homebuyers

ÅDown Payment Assistance 

ÅFirst-Time Homebuyers Program (FTHB)

Visit us online for additional information at 

www.fairfaxcounty.gov/housing/homeownership
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http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/housing/homeownership
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WORKFORCE 
DWELLING UNIT 
(WDU)
WHAT IS A WDU 
PROPERTY?

Å Condominiums located 
throughout the County

Å Homes are sold at below-
market prices

Å Current prices range from 
$200,000s to $400,000s

Å Similar units may have 
different sales prices ς
the sales price correlates to the 
income tier it serves 
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A First-Time Homebuyer
has not owned a home 
in the US or abroad in 
the past 3 years

ALL adult family 
members must meet this 
definition.
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FIRST-TIME HOMEBUYER 
EXCEPTIONS 
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Single 

Parent

Displaced 

Homemaker

Seniors

Owners of  

a Co-op
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FTHB
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2020 MAXIMUM
INCOME 

LIMITS

70% AMI

$ 61,750

$ 70,550

$ 79,400

$ 88,200

$ 95,250

$102,300

$109,350

$116,400

Family 
SIZE

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8 +

80% AMI

$ 70,550

$ 80,650

$ 90,700

$100,800

$108,850

$116,950

$125,000

$133,050

100% AMI

$ 88,200

$100,800

$113,400

$126,000

$136,100

$146,150

$156,250

$166,300

120% AMI

$105,850

$120,950

$136,100

$151,200

$163,300

$175,400

$187,500

$199,600

Downpayment Assistance

Workforce Dwelling Unit (WDU) Program

AREA MEDIAN INCOME (AMI) by Family Size
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70% AMI

$ 61,750

$ 70,550

$ 79,400

$ 88,200

$ 95,250

$102,300

$109,350

$116,400

Family 
SIZE

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8 +

80% AMI

$ 70,550

$ 80,650

$ 90,700

$100,800

$108,850

$116,950

$125,000

$133,050

100% AMI

$ 88,200

$100,800

$113,400

$126,000

$136,100

$146,150

$156,250

$166,300

120% AMI

$105,850

$120,950

$136,100

$151,200

$163,300

$175,400

$187,500

$199,600

Family of 4 with $95,000 income is in the 80% AMI tier.   

WDU Maximum Income Limits

Income Tier Examples
Family of 3 with $95,000 income is in the 100% AMI tier.   
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The same unit set aside:

- At 80% AMI would cost $274,900

- At 100% AMI would cost $361,200

- At 120% AMI would cost $447,500

This 2-bedroom / 2-bathroom condominium model may be 

offered at different prices depending on the Income Tier (AMI) 

it is intended to serve.* 

*Pricing of units and the Income Tiers served may vary by development. 

The sales price is not negotiable.
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5-STEP PROCESS CHECKLIST
YOU ARE HERE

A link to the required 
Acknowledgment Form 
provided at end of this 

presentation

You must 
complete
the other 

steps on your 
own
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STEP 
2:

VHDA 
CLASS

Click 
here to 
find a 
class

11Sign up at www.vhda.com
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STEP 3:  CONTACT LENDER TO 
COMPLETE THE

PRE-APPROVAL LETTER
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FINANCIAL ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA

Lender Pre-approval

Must have lender pre-approval 
amount for purchase price

Loan Type

Loan must be fixed rate

$1,000 Deposit

Required at time the contract to 
purchase is signed

Debt to Income Ratio Limit 

45% max

Total debt (mortgage expenses 
plus all other debt) cannot exceed 

45% income

Down Payment

2%

1% for credit scores over 680 

Closing Costs

3ς5%
Must document 3 ς5% for closing 
costs which may be from gift funds

Underwriting Criteria

Underwriting criteria outside of 
industry best practices may require 

review and approval

NOCo-signers

Each applicant must qualify 
on merit

Foreclosure

At least 5 years since foreclosure.
Households with no foreclosure 
are given priority to purchase
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Types of 
income 
used to 

determine 
your 

Income 
Tier:

ÅWages, Salary, Bonus payments, 
Commissions/tips and Overtime 

ÅChild Support and Alimony 

ÅInterest from savings/checking and other 
assets 

ÅDividends from stock/bonds certificates 

ÅSocial Security and Disability benefits 

ÅVeterans Administration benefits

ÅUnemployment insurance payments 

ÅPension/retirement payment 

ÅOther annuities or stipends received 

ÅIncome from Real Estate Investments 

ÅIncome from business owned, associated 
with or initiated by household member 

ÅRegular gifts or contributions from persons 
not in the home 

ÅNet income from business operations
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STEP 4: COMPLETE APPLICATION
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STEP 4: WDU APPLICATION
Income & Assets
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Example of cash needed for a $300,000 WDU
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T
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SALES PRICE $300,000

2% DOWN PAYMENT $6,000

3% CLOSING COSTS $9,000

TOTAL CASH NEEDED $15,000
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STEP 4: SIGN THE WDU APPLICATION


